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1. Off-Campus Conduct: The Student Conduct Code shall apply to all conduct that occurs on University
premises and at University sponsored activities. The Student Conduct Code shall also apply to off-campus
conduct where:

Hazing is involved;
The violation is committed while participating in a University-sanctioned or sponsored activity;
The victim of the violation is a member the University community;
The violation constitutes a felony under state or federal law; or
The violation adversely affects the educational, research, or service functions of the University.

In accordance with Minnesota State Policy 3.6.1-Student Code: Part 3 Contents: Subpart B examples of off-
campus behavior which may be subject to University conduct action include, but are not limited to the
following:
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1. Violation of any University or Minnesota State policy, rule, or regulation, contained in any official
publication or administrative announcement, or available electronically on the University or Minnesota
State System websites.

2. Obstruction of the free flow of traffic, both pedestrian and vehicular, on University property or at
University-sponsored or University-supervised functions.

3. Disruption or obstruction of teaching, research, administration, disciplinary proceedings, or other
University activities, including University’s public service functions on or off-campus, or of other
authorized non-University activities when the conduct occurs on University premises.

4. Physical or verbal abuse, threats, intimidation, harassment, coercion, and/or other conduct that
threatens or endangers the health or safety of any person. This includes any form of fighting.

5. Attempted or actual theft of and/or damage to University property or to property of a member of the
University community, or other personal or public property on or off campus

6. Unauthorized possession, duplication or use of keys to any University premises or unauthorized entry
to or use of University premises.

7. Any violation of the University’s Computer Usage Policy, Regulation 7-3 or Minnesota State Policy and
Procedure 5.22 and 5.22.1 on Acceptable use of Computers and Information Technology Resources.

8. Violation of University rules governing residence in University-owned or controlled property.
9. Use, possession, manufacturing or distribution of marijuana, heroin, narcotics, other controlled

substances, or drug paraphernalia, except as expressly permitted by law.
10. Use, possession, manufacturing or distribution of alcoholic beverages (except as expressly permitted

by University or Minnesota State regulations), public intoxication, or violation of University’s Alcohol
Policy or Minnesota State Policy and Procedure 5.18 and 5.18.1 on Alcoholic Beverages and
Controlled Substances on Campus. Alcoholic beverages may not under any circumstance be used by,
possessed by, or distributed to any person under twenty-one (21) years of age.

11. Illegal or unauthorized possession of firearms, explosives, other weapons, or dangerous chemicals or
use of any such item, even if legally possessed, in a manner that harms, threatens or causes fear in
others.

12. Failure to comply with directions of University officials or law enforcement officers acting in
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18. Falsification or misuse, including forgery, alteration, or fraudulent misuse of University records, permits,
documents, or identification cards.

19. Knowingly furnishing false or incomplete information to the University or a University official in
response to an authorized request.

20. Violation of any federal, state or local law.
21. Abuse of the student conduct system, including, but not limited to:

Falsification, distortion, or misrepresentation of information before a University investigator or
decision-maker, or student conduct panel;
Disruption or interference with the orderly conduct of a student conduct panel or other
disciplinary proceeding;
Bad faith institution of a student conduct code or other complaint of misconduct;
Discouraging, or attempting to discourage, an individual’s proper participation in, or use of, the
student conduct system;
Attempting to influence the impartiality of a designated investigator or decision-maker, or a
member of a student conduct panel, prior to and/or during the course of the student conduct
proceeding;
Harassment (verbal or physical) and/or intimidation of a University investigator or decision-
maker, or member of a student conduct panel, prior to, during, and/or after a student conduct
proceeding; or
Failure to comply with the sanction(s) imposed by the University.

22. Failure to engage in responsible social conduct that reflects credit upon the University community and
to model good citizenship in any community.

23. Participating in an on-campus or off-campus demonstration, riot or activity that disrupts the normal
operations of the University and/or infringes on the rights of other members of the University
community; leading or inciting others to disrupt scheduled and/or normal activities within any campus
building or area.

C. Violation of Law and University Discipline

University disciplinary proceedings may be instituted against a student charged with conduct that potentially
violates both the criminal law and the Student Conduct Code (that is, if both possible violations result from the
same factual situation) without regard to the pendency of civil or criminal litigation in court or criminal arrest
and prosecution.

Proceedings under the Student Conduct Code may be carried out prior to, simultaneously with, or following
civil or criminal proceedings off campus at the discretion of the Director of Student Conduct and Citizenship.
Determinations made or sanctions imposed under the Student Conduct Code shall not be subject to change
because criminal charges arising out of the same incident were dismissed, reduced, or resolved in favor of or
against the criminal law defendant.

A. Investigation and Informal Process

Any member of the University community may file a written complaint with the Director of Student Conduct
and Citizenship alleging that a student or student organization has violated student conduct proscriptions. A
complaint should be submitted as soon as possible after the event takes place. Persons filing complaints
shall be informed of their data privacy rights under Minnesota Statutes, section 13.04, subdivision 2.

Article III: Student Conduct Code Procedures



8/16/22, 3:04 PM Student Conduct Code - Winona State University

https://www.winona.edu/sld/studentconductcode.asp 6/9

Following the filing of a complaint against a student or student organization, the Director of Student Conduct
and Citizenship or his/her designee shall conduct an investigation of the allegation(s).

If the complaint is determined to be unwarranted, the Director of Student Conduct and Citizenship may
discontinue proceedings.

If there is sufficient evidence to support the complaint, the Director of Student Conduct and Citizenship shall
offer the accused student an opportunity to resolve the alleged violation at an informal meeting. Prior to this
meeting, the accused student shall be given written notice of the specific complaint against him/her, the
nature of the evidence available to support the complaint, and/or a copy/web link of the Student Conduct
Code.

During the meeting, the Director of Student Conduct and Citizenship shall review the complaint and the
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conduct proceedings will face criminal prosecution for a serious offense, it may be advisable that the
student have an attorney as the advocate.
The All-University Student Conduct Committee shall make a decision and determine the appropriate
sanction(s). A written notice of findings and conclusions shall be provided to the student within a
reasonable time after the hearing. The notice shall inform the student of any sanction imposed and
contain information regarding the applicable appeal process.
If determined to be appropriate by the Director of Student Conduct and Citizenship, accommodations
may be made during the hearing for the personal safety and well-being of the complainant, accused
student, or other witness by providing separate facilities, using a visual screen, or permitting
participation by telephone, videophone, closed circuit television, video conferencing, videotape, audio
tape, written statement, or other means.

C. Sanctions

The following sanctions may be imposed upon any student found to have violated the Student Conduct Code:

1. Warning- A notice in writing to the student that the student is violating or has violated University
regulations.

2. Probation- A written reprimand for violation of specified regulations. Probation is for a designated
period of time and includes the probability of more severe disciplinary sanctions if the student is found
to violate any institutional regulation(s) during the probationary period.

3. Loss of Privileges- Denial of specified privileges for a designated period of time.
4. Restitution- Compensation for loss, damage, or injury. This may take the form of appropriate service

and/or monetary or material replacement.
5. Discretionary Sanctions- Work assignments, essays, service to the University or community, education

programs, educational meetings, or other related discretionary assignments.
6. Residence Hall Suspension- Separation of the student from the residence halls for a definite period of

time, after which the student is eligible to return. Conditions for readmission may be specified.
7. Residence Hall Expulsion- Permanent separation of the student from the residence halls.
8. Suspension- Denial of the privilege of enrollment for a specified period of time after which the student

is eligible to return. Conditions for re-enrollment may be specified.
9. Expulsion- Permanent denial of the privilege of enrollment at the University.

10. Revocation of Admission and/or Degree- Admission to or a degree awarded from the University may
be revoked for fraud, misrepresentation, or other violation of University standards in obtaining the
degree, or for other serious violations committed by a student prior to graduation.

11. Withholding Degree- The University may withhold awarding a degree otherwise earned until the
completion of the process set forth in the Student Conduct Code, including the completion of all
sanctions imposed.

More than one of these sanctions may be imposed for any violation.
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If the original decision is upheld, the matter shall be considered final and binding upon all involved except that
in cases involving suspension for ten (10) days or longer or expulsion, students shall be informed of their right
to a contested case hearing under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 14.
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