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The Bowdoin Learning Community

A residential college adds significantly to the education of students when it rovides the
da ghrtenay doiadtistinctive and dynamic learning community to develo .

Insuch o uch d. tilchtts wheiducyu caave

https://www.bowdoin.edu/dean-of-students/ccs/intro/our-learning-community.html 1/4


https://www.bowdoin.edu/dean-of-students/index.html
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Moulton%20Union,%202nd%20Floor%20%20Brunswick,ME
tel:+1(207) 725-3149
https://www.bowdoin.edu/index.html
https://www.bowdoin.edu/about/index.html
https://www.bowdoin.edu/academics/index.html
https://www.bowdoin.edu/admissions/index.html
https://www.bowdoin.edu/campus-life/index.html
https://www.bowdoin.edu/arts/index.html
https://www.bowdoin.edu/news/index.html
https://athletics.bowdoin.edu/landing/index
https://www.bowdoin.edu/calendar/index.html

8/15/22, 4:51 PM The Bowdoin Learning Community | Bowdoin College

LIVl 1 ILC e U LALLM ) MU MU T MAT R LA LA TR T e e LML ST e et Ty

vigorous ursuit of knowledge and understanding both inde endently and
collaboratively; the highest standards of academic and intellectual honesty; and
celebration of the arts through creation, erformance,anda reciation.

2. Challenge and growth: A residential community brings together eo le of varying
ex eriences, values, beliefs, and interests in the recognition that much learning and
ersonal growth come through the creative friction created in contact with difference.
Such a community also encourages its members to develo their own interests and
talents as individuals and together in grou sand rovideso ortunities for leadershi
and collaboration

3. Freedom of in uiry and expression: A learning community encourages free
ex ression of widely varying views; it challenges assum tions and values.

4. Mutual respect and ci ility of discourse: In a learning community, differences are
rized and res ected and disagreement is not meant or understood as ersonal
animosity.

5. Concern for others: In a learning community, members care about their neighbors,
encourage their achievements, and su  ort them when they need assistance.

6. Shared responsibility for the community: A [earning community requires honesty,
high integrity, and ersonalres onsibility of its members and ex ects that they will hold
one another accountable for living u  to these values. Members of such a community
learn to collaborate with one another in solving community roblems.

7. Friendship and fun: In a learning community, members find close and life-long friends,
relax together, meet new eo le, and enjoy life. Active and varied athletic, recreational,
and social activities rovide a context for healthy fun, as do the s ontaneous activities
aisyudents.

8. Connection to the larger community: A tearning community thrives in its relative
isolation from the immediate demands and commitments of the world but cannot
accom lish its mission without meaningful connections that link it to that world
outside. Learning is enriched through bonds between alumni, arents, and the College,
through voluntary social service and obwme ivce x tnt eq e dcgrnw

https://iwww.bowdoin.edu/dean-of-students/ccs/intro/our-learning-community.html 2/4



8/15/22, 4:51 PM The Bowdoin Learning Community | Bowdoin College

(&) 7

activities of its members which contribute to the quality of life at the College, in
Brunswick, in Maine, and in the world beyond. The community offerso  ortunities to
serve and celebrates the work of those who do so.

10. Affirmation of Bowdoin's history and its finest traditions: In a learning community
at Bowdoin, members join together in solemn ceremonies such as Convocation and
Commencement; at celebratory events such as Homecoming and Reunion Weekend;
in myriad other recurrent events that remind the community members of their
connections to one another and to the ast and future of their College.

*Excer ted from Buildin » Community at Bowdoin Colle se, AnInte im e~o tof The
Commissionon esidential Lifeto The Boa d of T ustees of Bowdoin Colle e, February 22,1997.
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