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this end, the University has a solemn responsibility not only to promote a lively and fearless freedom of 
debate and deliberation, but also to protect that freedom when others attempt to restrict it. 

For members of the University community, as for the University itself, the proper response to ideas they 
find offensive, unwarranted and dangerous is not interference, obstruction, or suppression. It is, instead, to 
engage in robust counter-speech that challenges the merits of those ideas and exposes them for what they 
are. To this end, the University has a solemn responsibility not only to promote a lively and fearless 
freedom of debate and deliberation, but also to protect that freedom when others attempt to restrict it. 

 

Text adapted and excerpted with acknowledgement from the “Report of the Committee on Freedom of Expression” at the 
University of Chicago” also known as the “Chicago Principles” https://freeexpression.uchicago.edu/page/statement-principles-
free-expression 


