
I. Frequently Asked Questions 
II. Iowa House File 802 – 

Requirements Related to Racism 
and Sexism Trainings at Public 

Postsecondary Institutions 
A. August 5, 2021 

This FAQ document is based on the university’s current understanding of Iowa House 
File 802 as informed by the Act itself as well as its legislative history.  As additional 
information becomes available, and as feedback and questions are received, this 
document may be updated periodically, and the most current version supersedes 
previous guidance. 

Q. What is Iowa House File 802? 

A. On June 8, 2021, Governor Reynolds signed into law House File 802, an Act 
establishing specific requirements related to racism and sexism trainings conducted at, 
and diversity and inclusion efforts by, state governmental entities, including Iowa’s 
public postsecondary educational institutions.     

Generally, the Act prohibits the state’s public universities, including Iowa State, from 
conducting mandatory staff or student trainings that teach, advocate, act upon, or 
promote specific prohibited defined concepts.  The prohibited specific defined 
concepts are defined in the Act and are explained within this FAQ. 

The Act also “prohibits” the regent universities and the universities’ employees from 



A. The Act applies to all “mandatory staff or student trainings” at the university, 
including mandatory trainings conducted by university staff and contractors hired by 
the university.  The Act does not apply to voluntary programs and activities that staff 
and students may elect to attend or not to attend.  



maintaining the essential principles and values of its ongoing diversity, equity and 
inclusion work. 

Q. Does the Act Prohibit All Diversity and Inclusion Trainings and Educational 
Programs? 

A. The Act does not affect, or minimally affects, the majority of diversity, equity, and 







could be seen as a prohibited training, if the course or session functions like a 
mandatory training. 

Germaneness. The Act specifically permits discussion of the specific defined concepts 
in academic courses, when they are germane to the subject matter of the course as 
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