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Delivered Electronically to: debra.thatcher@umpqua.edu  

RE: Grievance Panel Written Decision 

A Grievance Hearing was conducted on April 30, 2021 at 9am to consider a Statement 
of Grievance submitted by Registered Nursing Program student Kaylyn Willis. Ms. Willis 
was dismissed from UCC's Registered Nursing Program after her Exit Interview on 
February 24 and subsequently filed a grievance on April 2 as permitted by UCC's 
Administrative Procedure #5535 (AP #5535). The Grievant, Kaylyn Willis, was 
represented by attorney, Mr. Richard Slezak, PC, and the Respondent, April Myler, was 
represented by attorney Ms. Dian Rubanoff.  

The Statement of Grievance and Post Hearing Memorandum outline the Grievant's case 
against the decision to dismiss her from the UCC Nursing Program:  

�x The student honestly attempted to complete a discussion post assignment in 
Professor Harris' Chronic I course and had no intent to violate AP 5502's Standard 
of Conduct: (A.) Acts which are dishonest, disrespectful, or disruptive. 

�x UCC Expulsion was a denial of Grievant's Freedom of Speech   

Per AP #5535, the burden of proof is on Ms. Willis as she is the grievant in this matter.  

After both parties submitted post-hearing documents on May 5, the Grievance Panel 
met on May 12 to review Ms. Willis' case, giving careful review and full consideration of 
the following:  

Statement of Grievance; Respondent's Response (Pre-Hearing Document); Twenty-
Two Documents submitted as Evidence including the UCC Code of Conduct and UCC 
Student Nursing Program Handbook; Grievant, Respondent and Witness Testimony; 
Post Hearing Documents from the Respondent and Grievant ["Grievant's Closing 
Argument"] 

By a unanimous decision, the Grievance Panel determined that the standard of 
proof was not met by Ms. Willis and the decision to remove her from the UCC 
Nursing Program stands.   



 

 

The Grievance Panel's rationale is based on the facts presented in the documents and 
hearing and is outlined below. 

Key Post by Grievant that led to exit interview   

"Y'all, I don't know what happened. I snapped, I completely lost it! I killed him, I shot my 
husband. He was my main support person." 

Applicable Nursing Student Standards  

The Student Nursing Handbook identifies standards of behavior all Nursing Program 
students must adhere to at all times: 

UCC Nursing Student Handbook - 
8.1 Effective use of therapeutic communication, to establish a caring relationship, 
to create a positive environment , to inform clients, and to advocate is an essential 
part of all interventions. 

8.3 Successful communication requires attention to elements of cultural 
influences , variations in the use of language and a participatory approach. 

8.5 Good communication requires selection and use of appropriate 
communication modalities and technologies . 

In addition, the National Student Nursing Association states: 

National Student Nursing Association - Competency Standards - 
NSNA - 6.  Actively promote the highest level of moral and ethical principles and 
accept responsibility for our actions . 





 



 

 


