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DU’s “Faculty Personnel Guidelines Relating to Appointment, Promotion, and Tenure,” 
approved by DU’s Board of Trustees, identify the importance of academic freedom at DU. This 
document states that “The purposes of tenure are to assure academic freedom in both teaching 
and research and to afford a basic security that will attract faculty of ability to the University” 
and frequently refers to academic freedom as a DU faculty member’s right. In promulgating this 
document, DU has essentially bound itself to the legal and moral requirements of academic 
freedom. In the free speech context, the Supreme Court of the United States has held that 
academic freedom is a “special concern of the First Amendment” and that “[o]ur nation is deeply 
committed to safeguarding academic freedom, which i




